
March 8, 2008

Hi Everyone,

This summer I am heading north to Nunavut to paddle for 50 days by myself. 

Why? Mostly, because exploring this vast, wild and beautiful place inspires me and I want to see more of it 
and immerse myself in it fully. I also want to take on a project that is about more than just my own canoeing 
adventure. 

Each of you has travelled through this remarkable part of the world. I expect each of you has been inspired in 
your own way by what you have seen and felt during those travels. I also expect that each of you has tried to 
express this - perhaps through photographs, drawings, paintings, letters, journal entries, stories, songs, poems 
etc. I want to make a compilation of these creative works that were inspired by the central tundra.  

The end product will be a self published book, professionally designed and produced, containing a diversity of 
writing and artwork inspired by the central tundra to be shared amongst ourselves and others. I want to take 
copies with me this summer as a gift to northern communities from southern paddlers, who are grateful to 
have travelled through their ancestral lands.

The central arctic and the people who live there are on the cusp of change as industrial interests increase and 
climate change looms. But even yet, it is one of the last great wilderness areas on earth. My hope is that the 
generous contribution of our inspired works will pay tribute to the land, the people who call it home, and to 
you - the crazy people who travel thousands of kilometers to have their very flesh ravaged by incorrigible black 
flies, just to dip a paddle and eat some bannock.

See the Submission Guidelines for ideas about what and how to submit.

If you have questions, or just want to catch up, my new phone number is 250 592-8520.
Please extend this invitation to other paddlers.

I look forward to hearing from you!

Tim Irvin


